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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  in  acres  . * .  7^096 

Population  (estimated  at  mid-year  by  Registrar  General)*,  4,600 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  1  ,593 

Rateable  Value  . *  £25,422* 


Product  of  1d*  Rate 


£105 


AJMJAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  ended  31  st  December,  1935* 
To  the  Thetford  Borough  Council. 


Mr*  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955* 

IZJNG  CAHCER. 

On  May  7th,  1956,  The  Minister  of  Health  announced  that  there  were 
seventeen  thousand,  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  deaths  from  lung  cancer  in 
Bigland  and  Wales  in  1955*  In  the  course  of  his  statement  he  said  his  advisers 
assured  him  that  there  is  statistically  an  incontrovertible  association  between 
cigarette  smoking  and  lung  cancer*  More  than  two  years  previously,  on 
February  12th,  195^-,  a  previous  J/inister  of  Health  made  a  similar  announcement. 

In  view  of  these  statements,  why  has  nothing  been  done  to  remove  this  danger  to 
health? 

The  true  reasons  are  understandable  enough*  The  smoking  habit  is  popular 
and  hard  to  give  up  *  The  government  duty  on  tobacco  in  1  955  amounted  to  six 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  million  pounds.  There  are  twenty-five  thousand 
tobacconists,  half  a  million  other  shop^ke^ers  who  sell  tobacco  and  forty -five 
thousand  workers  in  the  industry.  In  terms  of  net  working  capital,  it  is  one 
of  the  very  largest  industries  in  the  country  with  hundreds  of  millions  of  pounds 
worth  of  shares* 

However,  these  are  not  the  facts  which  are  quoted  to  justify  inactivity  on 
the  pari  of  public  health  authorities. 

We  are  told  that  "Two  known  cancer  producing  agents  have  been  identified  in 
tobacco  smoke,  but  whether  they  have  a  direct  role  in  producing  lung  cancer,  and 
if  so  what,  has  not  been  proved*"  We  are  entitled  to  know  what  e^p) erimental 
evidence  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  constitute  proof? 

"Shori  of  painting  warm  tobacco  smoke  constituents  on  human  lungs,  no 
experimental  procedure  is  likely  to  offer  better  evidence  than  the  statistics 
already  available*"  Furthermore  there  is  evidence,  w'-hich  v/ould  suffice  to 
condann  a  less  widely  used  dru-g,  of  an  association  between  smoking  and  a  number 
of  other  diseases,  in  particular  coronary  thirombosis,  chronic  bronchitis  and 
laryngeal  cancer* 

We  are  told  that  "mortality  from  cancer  of  the  lung  is  20  times  greater  among 
heavy  smokers  than  among  non-smokers*"  The  fact  is  that  "The  figures  available 
suggest  that  the  risk  of  dying  from  lung  cancer  is  directly  proportional  to  the 
amount  smoked.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any  threshold  amount  belov;-  which  there  is 
no  added  risk  whatever. " 

More  than  two  and  a  half  years  ago  the  then  Minister  of  Health  said  that  it 
was  desirable  that  young  people  should  be  warned  of  the  risks  apparently  attendant 
on  excessive  smoking*  ’^y  are  young  people  in  the  services  still  being  encouraged 
to  develop  the  smoking  habit  by  a  duty  rebate  on  cigarettes?  Wny  are  old  age 
pensioners  also  given  a  duty  rebate  on  tobacco  when  there  is  "evidence  that  the 
risk  of  contracting  cancer  of  the  lung  decreases  v/hen  smoking  is  given  up*" 
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The  problem  assumes  a  different  a;^ect  in  the  light  of  a  recent 
suggestion  that  the  smoke  surrounding  a  smoker  may  be  dangerous  to  his  non¬ 
smoking  coirpanions.  may  well  hesitate  with  legislation  where  a  citizen 

is  risking  only  his  own  life.  It  is  a  different  matter  where  he  can  be  risking 
others,  children  included." 

We  are  told  that  "at  the  present  stage  of  knowledge  a  national  publicity 
canpaign  would  not  be  appropriate."  At  what  stage  of  knov/ledge  would  such  a 
canpaign  be  appropriate?  For  hovv  mai-:y  years  must  this  e^^periment  in  v/hich  so 
many  of  you  partake  so  willingly  continue? 

NOTE. 

In  1930  the  free  importation  of  parrots  into  this  country  was  prohibited 
owing  to  the  occurrence  of  betvYeen  thirty  and  forty  su^octed  cases  of 
psittacosis  during  the  previous  two  years.  There  were  only  a  fev/  persons 
employed  in  this  trade,  but  no  conpensation  was  paid* 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949.  Regulation  20. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  this  regulation. 

Food  Poisoning. 

One  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  in  1  955.  The  causal  organism  was 
not  identified. 


National  Assistance  Act,  194-8.  Section  1+7 • 

No  action  v/as  taken  during  the  year  under  this  section. 
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MEDICAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS. 


Live  births  •  •  • 


Stillbirths  ... 


•  ••  •••  ••• 


•  ••  •••  •••  ••• 


Male. 


46 


Female* 


42 


Total. 

88 


0 


POPULATION  AT  MID-YEAR,  BIRTHS,  BIRTHRATE,  STILLBI2THS,  STILLBIRTH  RATES, 

DURING  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


1  931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1933 

Population  .  ••• 

4,456 

4,333 

4,330 

4,390 

4,600 

Births  (total)  •••  ••• 

80 

63 

94 

81 

88 

Birthrate  per  1 ,000  of 

population  • • •  •  • « 

17.9 

14.3 

20.7 

17.6 

19.1 

Still  biirths  •  •  *  •  •  • 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1  ,000 
of  population  •  •  • 

0*45 

0.22 

0.44 

0.63 

0.43 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1  ,000 

total  births  • .  • 

24*4 

13.2 

20.8 

33.7 

22.2 

DEATHS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

All  ages  ...  ...  ... 

...  ... 

32 

49 

101 

Infants  under  1  year  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

Causes  of  death  of  infants  under  1 

year. 

Birth  injury  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

POPULATION  AT  MD-YEAR,  DEATHS,  DEATHRATE,  INFANT  DEATHS  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY 
RATE,  DURING  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


■ . .  ■  . . .  .  > 

— ^ — — 

1951 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1933 

Population  ...  ...  ... 

4,456 

4,333 

4,330 

4,390 

4,600 

D0S.ths  ...  ...  ... 

62 

67 

67 

76 

101 

Deathrate  per  1,000  of 

population  *  *  ... 

13.9 

14.7 

14.8 

16.6 

22.0 

i  Infant  Deaths  ...  ... 

1 

3 

2 

0 

2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 
1,000  live  births  ... 

12.3 

46 .1 

21.3 

0 

22.7 
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DEATHS  PROM  CERTAIN  SEIECTED  CAUSES  DURING  THE  PAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


I 

Cause 

1951 

1.952 

■  1 953 

1954 

1955 

Tuberculosis  •••  .o. 

1 

1 

0 

0 

>  --  -  . 

1 

Bronchitis,  and  Pneumonia 

3 

4 

3 

7 

5 

Other  notifiable  infectious 
diseases 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Motor  vehicle  and  other 
•accidents 

5 

5 

1 

3 

0 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and 
abortion  • . • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer,  all  other  sites 

2 

13 

13 

8 

15 

DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  AGES  (compiled  from  returns  sulamitted' by  the  District 
RepAstrar ) « 


Age  Gro\:g) 

Male  • 

Female. 

Total. 

Under 

1  year 

•  •  • 

•  #  • 

•  •  # 

1 

1 

2 

1  and  under  5 

O  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

5 

tt 

10 

•  •  • 

•  #  • 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

10  " 

(» 

20 

•  •  • 

•  •  # 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

20  " 

It 

30 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  0 

...0 

0 

30  ” 

It 

40 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  ‘  • 

•  2 

2 

40  ” 

tf 

,50 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0 

1 

1 

50  " 

If 

60 

•  •  # 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

4 

60  " 

tt 

70 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

10 

9 

19 

70  " 

It 

80 

•  •  • 

•  #  • 

•  •  • 

24 

13 

37 

o 

00 

If 

90 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  #  • 

14 

17 

31 

90  and 

over 

#  #  9 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

5 

Total 

52 

49 

101 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  AGES  ABOVE  1  YEAR  AND  BELOW  30 » 


Age  Group 

Sex 

Cause 

30  to  40 

Pemade 

Penial  e 

Cancer  of  Colon 
Nephritis 

40  to  50 

Female 

Cancer  of  Ovaries 

4 


DEATHS  FRd'I  ALL  CAUSES  (Registrar  General*  s  Short  List). 


list  No. 

Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

Tuberculosis,  re^iratory 

1 

0 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

5 

V/hooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Other  infective  and.  parasitic  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

0 

1 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

1 

0 

1 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

0 

1 

1 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0  ' 

0 

0 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lyiTphatic  neoplasms 

4 

7 

11 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

■0 

0 

0 

16 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  systam 

11 

11 

22 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

7 

3 

10 

19 

Ifypertension  with  hea3rt  disease 

4 

0 

4 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

14 

17 

31 

•21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

'0  • 

2 

2 

22  ' 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

23  •• 

Pneumonia 

‘  0 

2 

2 

24 

Bronchitis 

3 

0 

3 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

0 

1 

1 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

0 

0 

0 

,  27 

Gastri.tis,  enteritis . and  diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

0 

1 

1 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

3 

0 

3 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

0 

0 

31 

Congenital  malformations , 

0 

0 

0 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases 

3 

4 

7 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

0 

0 

0 

34 

All  other  accidents 

0 

0 

0 

35 

Suicide 

,0 

0 

0 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 

0 

All  causes 

52 

ft-  -  - 

49 

101 

THE  FOLLOWING-  TABLE  CQ]\ffiARES  HERTHEIATES,  DEATHRATES,  ETC.,  OF  THIS  DISTRICT  ITLTH 

THOSE  OF  EHGLAKD  AI^  YhXLES  AITD  OF  THE  AHIIHE  STRATIVE  COUITOT  OF  NORFOIK  IN 


England  and 
Y/ales 

Norfolk 

District 

Birthrate  ...  . 

15.0 

14.8 

19.1 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1 ,000  total 

births  ... 

23.1 

21  .2 

22.2 

0  ••  •••  ••• 

11.7 

12.1 

22.0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1  ,000 
live  births  ••  ••• 

24.9 

19.4 

22.7 

Tuberculosis  deathrate  per  1 ,000 
population  ...  •••  ••• 

0.15 

0.08 

0.22 
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INPB3TI0US  nrsmSES  notified  during  the  Ii;ST  FIVE  YEARS. 


Disease 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

Tuberculo  si  s ,  all ..  sit  e  s 

•  •  • 

7 

6 

0 

j 

0 

i 

1 

L 

I  Cerebro-^inal  fever 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  • .  • 

«  e  • 

0 

1 

23 

1 

0 

"Whooping  cough  • . . 

•  •  • 

52 

2 

5 

27 

2 

Erysipelas  .#•  •*. 

•  «  • 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

•  •  • 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

Eysenterj^  . 

•  •  • 

3 

0 

0 

4 

3 

Measles  •  • •  • .  • 

♦  •  • 

46 

13 

144 

11 

14 

Polionyelitis  •  •  • 

•  «  • 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Encephalitis  ••• 

•  •  • 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  . 

•  «  « 

18 

9 

10 

4 

5 

Pood  poisoning  •  •  • 

«  •  • 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Infectious  jaundice 

•  «  # 

1 

1 

0 

? 

0 

1 

INFECTIOUS  PI  STASES  NOTIFIED  IN  1935.  BY  AGES. 


Disease 

■  ■  ■' 

Under 

1  yr* 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-45 

45-65 

Over 

65 

Total 

Tuberculosis  . * •  • . • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

'I’Thocping  Cough  ..  ••• 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Erysipelas  ••• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

ODhthalmia  neonatorum 

JU 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Dysente3:y  . 

i- 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

Measles  ••• 

0 

11 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

Polionyelitis  ...  • • • 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0. 

...0  . 

0 

1 

Pneumonia  .  . - 

-  0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

o' 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Food  poisoning  ..  ••• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

I 

0 

1 

Infectious  jaundice  ... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

INFIDTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  1953,  MONTH  OF  NOTIFICATION, 


Disease 

Jan. 

Peb* 

Msr. 

1^1* 

May 

June 

July 

Aug* 

Sep  • 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Whooping  cough 

0 

0  . 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Erysipelas 

T-  -  -  - 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

^  0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Eysent  eiy 

1 

0 

0  ' 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

i 

0 

0 

3 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

14 

Po  liony  eliti  s 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Pood  poisoning 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

• 

0 

1 

Infectious 

jaundice 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0. 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

THE  mUDirim  table  shows  the  NmiHER  OF  CASES  ON  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTISR 

AT  31  SC  DBJEMBER,  1933,  CQgiJlED  WITE  31  ST  DIDMBER;  1934. 


Respiratory 

Non-respiratoiy 

■  Grand 
Total 

Male 

Pemale 

Total 

Male 

Pemale 

Total 

31.  12.  54:.- 

10 

12 

22 

4 

3 

7 

29 

31.  12.  55 

7 

13 

20 

3 

2 

5 

25 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  and  ngr  colleagues  on  the  staff,  for  their  continued  support  and 
help  during  the  year* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  N.  C.  MdCURPY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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SANITAHT  INSPJD TOR’S  REPORT 


for  thg  year  1935* 

SARITARY  CIROUMSTARC'ES  OF  THE  AREA:.  ' . 

WATER  SUPPLY, 

The  public  supply  is  derived  from  a  deep  well  into  chalk  within  the 
district  boundary#  The  si:pply  has  remained  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity  throughout  the  year#  Approximately  233>300  gallons  of  \7ater  were 
punped  per  day  of  which  166,300  gallons  per  day  were  used  for  industrial 
purposes  and  67,200  gallons  per  day  for  domestic  use#  The  average  domestic 
consuuption  per  head  per  day  amounted  to  13  gallons. 

Water  sanples  were  taken  at  regular  intervals  throughout  the  year  and 
sutmitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  both  Chemical  and  Bacteriological 
examination#  Copies  of  the  Chemical  Analysis  Reports  are  given  as  an  aiopendix. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  17  sanples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  for  Bacteriological  examination  only  and  the  results  showed 
that  the  water  sijpply  to  the  town  was  bacterio logically  of  a  highly  satisfactory 
standard# 

Chaidcal  and  Bacteriological  sanples  of  water  were  taken  from  a  well  in  a 
remote  part  of  the  district  and  submitted  for  examination#  Bacteriological 
sanples  showed  the  wtiter  to  be  ’’suspicious”  and  chemical  analysis  revealed  lov/ 
forms  of  animal  life  (see  appendix)#  This  well  v/as  subsequently  closed  and  a 
new  borehole  sunk# 

Practically  all  houses  within  the  district  have  a  piped  water  supply,  either 
direct  into  the  house  or  to  within  the  curtilege  of  the  house. 

The  undermentioned  extensions  to  the  water  main  were  laid  during  the  year# 

(i)  Approximately  300  yards  of  3  inch  main  to  serve  the  private  building 
estate  in  Priory  Park. 

(ii)  Approximately  700  yards  of  3  inch  main  to  serve  Council  houses 
erected  in  Palmerston  Road,  Queensv/ay  and  Staniforth  Road# 

DRAIKAGE  AKD  SE.^/ERAGE. 

During  the  year  under  review  work  proceeded  mth  the  re-connection  of  sink 
and  bath  wastes  to  the  new  foul  sewer  in  Area  ’B*  (l23  properties)#  IVhen  this 
work  has  been  conpleted  owners  vill  have  a  drain  v/ithin  the  curtilege  of  their 
premises  to  which  a  water  closet  could  be  connected. 

^Torks  were  also  commenced  on  the  conversion  and  connection  to  the  sewer  of 
30  Council  properties  whose  sanitary  accommodation  consisted  of  pail  closets# 

In  addition  to  the  above,  6  properties  having  cesspools  only,  and  60 
properties  vrlth  vaults  or  pails  provided  as  sanitary  acconmodation,  were  connected 
and/or  converted  and  connected  to  the  nev/  sewer  by  the  ovmers,  v;ho  had  at  that 
time  to  bear  the  full  cost  of  the  vrorks  themselves.  Grants  of  £20  or  half  the 
sum  of  the  cost  of  connection,  whichever  is  the  least,  have  in  most  cases  noi-v  been 
paid  by  the  Local  Authority# 

Closet  Accommodation# 


The  changes  during  the  year  were  as  foUows:- 

(i)  Addition  of  31  water  closets  for  nevir  houses# 

(ii)  Conversion  of  60  vaults  and  pails  to  water  closets# 

These  alterations  now  give  totals  of  1033  water  closets,  399  pails  and ‘143 
vaults  within  the  Borough. 
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Conservancy^ 


The  weekly  collection  of  soil,  f27om  every  premise  having  a  pail  closet, 
has  been  carried  out  as  in  previous  years#  Means  of  disposal  was  to  farm 
land  and/or  to  small  pits  on  a  site  ov/ned  “hy  the  Council  outside  the  tovm  area. 

Vaults  and  ces^ools  were  enptied,  as  req.uired,  by  contract  and  as  a  free 
service  to  the  occi:piers#  The  number  of  vaults  and  cesspools  en^tied  in  this 
way  was  as  follows 

Cesspools  •••  ••#  •••  79 

V  ault  s  •••  •«,  7^ 


REPUSE  COUIECTION  AND  DISPQSA.L. 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  on  a  weekly  basis  and  covers  the 
v/hole  district  except  for  approximately  12  properties  v/hich,  because  of  their 
exrfcrone  isolation  from  the  collection  routes,  cannot  be  accommodated#  The 
collection  is  direct  from  the  houses  and  where  possible  rear  collections  are 
made#  The  type  of  vehicle  used  is  a  side  loading,  rear  tipping,  7  cubic  yard 
Pordson,  manned  by  a  Eriver- loader  and  3  loaders* 

n  Provision  is  made  for  the  collection  of  Trade  Refuse  at  a  fixed  quarterly 
charge  which  varies  v/ith  the  nimiber  of  bins  collected  from  each  premise# 

The  means  of  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  semi -controlled  layer  tipping  at  a 
disused  chalk  pit  outside  the  built-up  area  of  the  to’vn#  One  mcanber  of  the 
vehicle  crew  carries  out  tip  maintenance  on  2^  days  in  every  v/eek# 

Regular  inspections  of  the  tip  were  made  and  periodic  treatments  v>rere 
carried  out  by  the  rodent  operator  to  destroy  rats# 
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SAlttTARY  INSPIDTTON  OP  TEE  AREA. 


The  foil ov/ing  table  suramarises  the  infections  made  during  the  year  by  your 
Sanitajy  Inf  ector:- 


I  ‘ 

Description  I  Infections 

! 

Informal 

notices 

No. 

abated. 

Drainage  of  Premises 

157 

42 

42 

Survey  of  house  drainage  for 
connection  to  ne^7  sewer 

203 

29  re  provision 
of  new  or  alter¬ 
ations  to  closet 
accommodation • 

29 

General  Nuisances  •«. 

162 

102 

(2  prosecutions) 

93 

Infectious  Diseases  «.• 

7 

2  disinfections 

Rats  and  Mice . . 

See  Section  "Damage  by  Pests  Act,  194-9"* 

Dangerous  Structures  • . • 

15 

5 

r- 

5 

i 

!  Verminous  and  filthy  premises 

i  . 

16 

6 

3  disinfestations 

6 

Housing  Investigations  . 

(re  aijpli cation  for  Council 

I  TJ 

i  rouses;  ••• 

21 

i.'  3,CtO]inLGS  <j  »  ••• 

I 

123 

11 

11 

Bakehouses  • • •  • • • 

18 

- 

- 

Butchers  Shoo  s  • . .  • » • 

I 

47 

3 

3 

Pood  Shops  and  Premises 

93 

2 

2 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

28 

2 

2 

Pried  Pish  Slops  • 

13 

- 

- 

Ice-Cream  Premises  a«* 

44 

- 

(M 

Dairues  •os  •••  ••• 

19 

- 

Market  Stalls  •<>.  «•• 

% 

- 

- 

Public  Houses  , . •  • . • 

15 

- 

- 

Marine  Store  Dealers  • • • 

12 

- 

- 

Slaughterhouses  ••  ••• 

389 

2 

2 

PPE/EETION  OP  DMiiAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT ,  . 

The  Council  eifloy  one  man  on  a  part-time  basis  for  the  destine tion  of  rats 
anc^  mice.  The  Rodent  Operator  attended  a  Refresher  Course  arranged  by  the 
-.linistry’s  Infestation  Control  Division  v/hich  v/as  intended  to  kef  operators  f 
to  date  in  methods  of  rodent  control  and  to  enliven  their  interest  in  the  vrork. 

The  imdermentioned  infections  and  course  of  treatments  have  been  carried 
out  in  accordance  v/ith  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  which  states  that  -  ”It 
v.all  be  the  duty  of  every  Local  Authority  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary 
to  secure  as  j?ar  as  is  practicable  that  their  district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and 
mic  e  o ” 
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Type  of  Property 


Non- Agri  cultural 

....  ..  - ^ 

Agri¬ 

cultural. 

(5) 

local 

Auth¬ 

ority 

(1) 

i 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc . 
Council 
Houses) 

(2) 

All  other 
(inc  luding 
Busines  s 
Premises) 

(3) 

Total 

of 

Cols. 

1,  2 
&  3» 

(4) 

Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority's 

District 

20 

1478 

294 

1782 

1C 

,  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result 
of 

(a)  Notification 

f 

(b)  Surv^,  under  the  Act 

20  ■' 

I 

CO 

294  ' 

1782 

1C 

(c)  Other\Yise  (e*g*  when 
visited^ primarily  fpr 
some  other  purpose) 

’  ■  t-  * 

- 

- 

•  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect.  II ) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by: 

(a)  Hats 

(Mnor 

(b)  Mice 

(Minor 

1 

1 

8 

114 

9 

129 

5 

- 

~ 

- 

mm 

2 

3 

1 

- 

Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sect.  TV) 
treated  by  the  L.A. 

11 

117 

8 

u— - - -  - - 

136 

"f—  ■-  - - -  - 

•  Total  treatments  carried 

out  -  including  re- 
treatments 

28 

• 

I.  Nimiber  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4  of  the 

Act : 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

- 

1 

2 

3 

- 

II.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
following  the  issue  of  a 
notice  under  Sect.  4  of 
the  Act. 

intenance  treatment  for  rats 
in  sewers. 

All  new  sewers  in  the  town  were  test  baited.  No 

takes  of  prebait  were  observed  over  a  period  of  7 
days*  It  has  now  been  recommended  ty  the  Ivlinistxy 

of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood  (infestation 
Control  Division)  that  no  further  test  baiting  is 
necessary  until  December,  1957*  meantime 

Vertical  Block  Control  methods  are  recommended  if  any 
surface  infestation  found  is  suspected  of  having 
connection  v/ith  ad.iacent  sev/ers.  - 

itp.  -pTcnirR^  in  each  case  relate  to  the  number  of  properties  injected  and 

t  to  the  number  of  inspections,  infestations  or  treatments  at  each  property. 

-  11  - 

FOOD  INSPBOTION. 


& )  Milk  Supply# 

Milk  Distribution  has  been  satisfactory  and  the  b^o  dairies  situate  in  the 
district  have  maintained  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness.  Regular  inspections 
of  all  vehicles  used  in  the  area  for  the  distribution  of  milk  have  been  made  to 
ensure  that  cleanliness  was  observed  by  personnel  to  prevent  contamination  of 
milk  in  transit. 

(ii )  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


A  considerable  quantity  of  meat  and  other  foods  were  examined  during  the  year 
resulting  in  the  following  list  of  foods  being  condemned  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for 
human  consuii5)tion 


Tinned  Peaches  . 

Tomato  Puree  . 

Margarine,  Butter  and  Lard 
Fash  ..  ...  ...  ... 

Toffee  and  Chocolate  Bars 

Cooked  Gammon  . . 

Tinned  Corned  Beef  ... 
Tinned  Corned  Mutton  ... 
Various  other  tinned  foods 


1229  lbs. 

4001  lbs. 

15  packets. 
41  lbs. 

1 1  bars . 

1 6  lbs . 

1 98  lbs . 

96  lbs. 

129  tins. 


The  method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food  was  by  incineration  carried  out  , 
mainly  at  the  Corporation  tip. 

IffiAT . 


Slaughterhouses • 

Following  the  decontrol  of  meat  in  July,  1954,  t'^TO  private  slaughterhouses 
were  brought  up  to  a  reasonable  standard  to  serve  three  of  the  six  butchers  shops 
in  the  area.  Licences  were  granted  under  Section  57  of  the  Food  auid  Drugs  Act, 
1938  to  the  ovners  for  a  period  of  five  years.  The  three  butchers  not  using 
the  slaughterhouses  obtain  their  meat  supplies  from  outside  the  Borough  area# 

Although  the  number  of  animals  killed  has  not  been  large,  some  389  visits 
have  been  paid  to  the  slaughterhouses  necessitated  by  the  frequency  of  slaughtering 
in  small  quantities. 


The  general  quality  of  the  animals  inspected  at  the  slaughterhouses  has  been 
good,  mainly  because  the  butchers  have  been  able  to  select  the  animals  at  markets 
and  have  not  been  forced  to  take  the  first  that  comes.  The  total  amount  of  fresh 
meat  and  offal  condemned  as  unsound  amd  unfit  for  food  was  1121  lbs.  of  v/hich 
284  lbs.  v/as  tubercular. 
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Slaught  erhous  es  (C  ont  *  d ) « 

Cajrxsases  and  Offal  ingpected  and  condoiined  in  whole  or  in  -part. 


C  at tie 
Excluding 
Cows. 

»  *  . 

Cov/s  • 

Calves. 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

[  Number  killed 

I  \ 

193 

t  .  ^ 

- 

- 

297 

597 

- 

Number  inspected 

193 

- 

- 

297 

'  ■ '  ' 

597 

All  diseases 

e:xj3ept 

Tuberculosis  & 

Cystic  erci 

IfTbole  carcases 
condemned 

' 

Carcases  of 
which  some  part 
or  organ  was 
condemned 

63 

•m 

- 

9 

4 

Percentage  of 
the  nirmber 
inspected 
affected  i/vith 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

32.12% 

•m 

! 

W  V  .. 

f 

•  1 

3.o3fo 

P..67^o 

mm 

Tuberculosis  only 

*  * 

%  •* 

'  • 

Y\hole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

\  • 

. j 

^  . 

Carcases  of 
which  some  part 
or  organ  was 
condemned 

8 

18 

Percentage  of 
the  number 
inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

......  -   .  .  j 

4.145% 

L  . 

- 

- 

- 

3.01 5fo 

- 

Cystic  ercosis 

Carcases  of 
which  some  part 
or  organ  was 
condemned 

L  j 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submittec 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

** 

Generalised  and 

totally 

condemned 

- 

- 

•/ 

- 

- 

- 

Both  slaughterhouses  have  been  approved  as  deady/’eight  certification  centres 
b^  the  Ministiy  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  where  pigs  only  may  be 
presented  and  certified  as  eligible  for  guarantee  payments  under  the  Fatstock 
Guarantee  Scheme.  Only  one  centre  took  advantage  of  the  facilities  under  this 
Scheme  -  21 6  pigs  were  certified  for  guarantee  payments. 
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Food  Premises* 


There  are  six  premises  registered  in  accordance  v/ith  Section  14  of  the 
Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufact-ure  of  prepared  and  preserved  foods 
and  they  have  been  periodically  inspected  throughout  the  year*  Informal  action 
was  taken  or  advice  given  in  respect  of  contraventions  of  the  requirements 
of  Section  1  3  of  the  Act*  A  good  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  achieved  and 
maintained. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  food  pr^aring  premises  and  premises 
where  food  is  offered  for  sale  i.e.  Cafes,  Restaurants,  Bakehouses,  Butchers, 
Pried  Pish  and  Pood  Shops.  Approximately  330  visits  were  paid  to  these  preniises 
and  where  necessary  advice  wan  given  and  letters  have  been  sent  requesting  works 
of  repair  or  inprovements  in  the  general  facilities  in  relation  to  Section  1  3  of 
the  Ibod  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  The  i^elaws  for  securing  the  observance  of 
sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the  Handling, 
Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Pood  and  Sale  of  Pood  in  the  open  air,  made  by  the 
Council  under  Section  13  of  the  Act  have  given  added  pov^/ers  to  ensure  that  the 
public  are  offered  a  clean  article  of  food. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  by  type  of  business  is  as 
follows 


Ice-Cream. 


There  are  eleven  premises  registered  in  accor^iance  with  Section  14  of  the 
Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  sale  only  of  Ice-Cream.  In  all  cases  the 
Ice-Cream  is  sold  as  wrapped. 

Twenly-three  sanples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
Bacteriological  examination  and  the  r^orts  received  showed  the  samples  to  be 
graded  as  under 

Grade  I  ...  ***  ...  ...  •*.  ...  ..*  ...  21 

Cr ad e  II  .**  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..*  2 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1548. 


Part  I  of  the  Act. 


Infections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitatry  Infectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

I'Jumber  of 

Infections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in 

v;hich  Sections  1  , 
2,3,4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  ty 
Local  Authorities- 

2 

7 

1 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  ty  the 
locaJ.  Authority 

39 

73 

8 

- 

(iii) Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  ty  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding 
out -workers* 
premises) 

7 

41 

2 

- 

Total 

48 

123 

11 

- 

Cases  in  v/hich  Defects  were  found . 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
‘  cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Pound 

Remedied 

Refer. 
To  H.M. 
Inf  ector 

red 

Inf  ector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

Overcrowding 

- 

"  .  - - - 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

. 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

11 

11 

3 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not 
including  offences 
relating  to  Out^York) 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Total 

13 

i  ,  . .  ■ , 

13 

-  . . 

3 

i. .  — - 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  19^3. 


Fart  VIII  of  the  Act* 

Outwork « 

(Sections  110  and  111 )  • 


Nat-ure  of  Work. 

Section  110 

Secti 

on  111 

_ -  ■  - _ _ _ _ _ ^  ► 

No.  of 
out¬ 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 
by  Sect • 
110(1  )(c) 

No*  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council. 

No.  of 
prose¬ 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 
lists • 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un¬ 
whole¬ 
some 

premises* 

Noti¬ 

ces 

ser¬ 

ved* 

Prose¬ 
cutions  * 

-  - ^  k 

Wearing  apparel 
(Making  etc*) 

1 

- 

— 

Total 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I  have  the  honour  to  he. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  C.  R.  ROBINSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector* 


X 

I 

f 

k 
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APPE^IX. 


lincolne  Sutton  &  Wood, 

Analytical  and  Consulting  Chemists, 
Clarence  House, 

6  Clarence  Road, 

Norvich* 

1st  February,  1955« 


Cert.  No.  927*  F  -  14?o/iY. 


CERTIFICATE  OF  ANAIYSIS  OF  WATER. 


Sanple  received  from:  Thetford  Borough  Council. 

Marked:  Delivery  pipe  from  punp  in  well. 

Date  Received:  20th  January,  1955.  Appearance  v/hcn  received:  Clear. 

Nature  of  Deposit :  Nil 

Colour:  Nil  Odour:  Nil 

Reaction:  Slightly  alkaline  pH  7*5  Taste:  Satisfactory. 

RESULTS  OP  CHEMICAL  ANAIMSIS  IN  PARTS  PER  MLHON. 

Hardness  as  CaCO^: 

Total :  245 

Carbonate  (tenporary)  200 

Non-carbonate  (permanent)  45 
Alkalinity  as  CaC03:  200 

0.28  Free  carbon  dioxide:  10 

Total  solids  (at  18CP  C):  371 

Iron  (total):  Nil 

Metals  in  solution:  Nil 


OPINION. 

This  water  is  of  very  good  organic  quality,  and  the  chemical  analysis  shows 
no  evidence  of  pollution.  The  total  hardness  approximates  to  17^  Clark  and  is 
thus  somev7hat  below  the  average  for  East  Anglian  public  siqaplies.  Only  about 
one-fifth  of  the  total  hardness  is  permanent,  the  remainder  being  due  to  dissolved 
chalk.  The  free  carbonic  arid  content  is  relatively  low  and  the  pH  is  on  the 
alkaline  side  of  neutrality,  so  that  this  water  would  not  be  expected  to  have  any 
serious  corrosive  action  on  metals.  It  is  occasionally  found  that  waters  of  this 
type  vrill  nevertheless  exeid  some  solvent  action  on  new  copper  or  galvanised  piping 
but  a  protective  film  is  speedily  laid  down  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  pipes,  with 
the  result  that  the  solvent  action  becomes  negligible.  In  consequence,  it  is  not 
necessary  in  our  opinion  to  prohibit  the  use  of  any  specific  type  of  piping  for 
use  with  this  water  supply. 

The  fluorine  content  of  the  water  is  lov/  and  is  conparable  with  that  of  most 
other  supplies  derived  from  bores  into  the  East  Anglian  chalk.  In  our  opinion, 
this  water  is  fit  for  drinking  purposes  and  vrell  adapted  for  use  as  a  public 
supply. 

(Signed)  ERIC  C.  mOD. 


Ammoniacal  nitirogen:  0.02 

Albuminoid  nitrvDgen:  0.02 

Nitrate  nitrogen:  6.0 

Nitrite  nitrogen:  0.018 

Chlorine  as  chlorides:  22 
Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hr.,  27°  C.): 
Fluorine:  ,  0.1 


For  LENCOLNE  SUTTON  &  WOOD. 


Lincolne  Sutton  &  Wood, 

Analytical  and  Consulting  Chendsts, 
Clarence  House, 

6  Clarence  Road, 

Nor/Tich. 

i6th  September,  1955» 


Cert.  No,  526. G  -  2425 A. 


CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER. 


Sanple 'received:  9th  September,  1955,  from:  Borough  of  Thetford, 
Marked:  Public  supply.  Tap  at  King^s  House. 

Appearance  when  received:  Clear. 

Nature  of  Deposit:  Nil. 

Colour:  Nil.  Odour:  Nil. 

Reaction:  pH  7*3  Taste:  Satisfactory. 


RESULTS  OF  CmiCAL  ANAIMSIS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION. 


Ammoniacal  nitrogen:  a  trace.  Hardness  as  CaCO^: 

Albuminoid  nitrogen:  0.02  Total:  245 

Nitrate  nitrogen:  7  Carbonate  (tenporary) :  220 

Nitrite  nitrogen:  Nil.  Non-carbonate  (permanent):  25 

Chlorine  as  chlorddes :  22  Alkalinity  as  CaCO^:  220 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hr.,  27*^  C.):  0.12  Free  carbon  dioxide:  1 9#5 

Total  solids  (at  180°  C.):  371 

Iron  (total) :  Nil 


Metals  in  solution:  Zinc  nil.  Copper  n±'. 


OPINION. 


This  water  is  of  very  good  organic  quality  and  the  chemical  analysis  shov;s 
no  sign  of  pollution.  The  total  hardness  approximates  to  17°  Clark,  which  is 
below  average  for  East  Anglian  waters,  and  it  is  almost  all  tenporary.  The 
reaction  is  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  tliis  water  would  not  be 
expected  to  have  any  corrosive  action  on  metals.  No  metals  were  present  in  the 
sanple,  which  was  very  satisfactory  as  regards  its  clarity,  odour  and  taste.  In 
our  opinion,  this  water  is  very  suitable  for  use  as  a  public  supply. 


(signed)  Lincolne  Sutton  and  Wood 


Lincolne  Sutton  &  Wood, 

Analytical  and  Consulting  Chemists, 
Claxence  House, 

6  Clarence  Road, 
Norwich. 

20th  August,  1955* 


Cert.  No.  A49.G-  -  2328//7. 


CERTIPICATE  OP  /J^AIZSIS  OP  WATER. 


Sample  received:  l6th  August,  1955* 

Marked:  ?/ell  Drinking  Water,  Railv/ay  Cottages. 

Appearance  v/hen  received:  Very  slightly  opalescent,  trace  of  orange  deposit. 

Nature  of  Deposit:  Vegetable  debris,  motile  organisms. 

Co  lour :  Ni  1 .  Odour : 

Reaction:  pH  7  *6  Taste:  Satisfactory, 


RESULTS  OP  CHBffGAL  ANALYSIS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION. 


Ammoniacal  nitrogen;  0.02 

Albuminoid  nitrogen;  0.07 

Nitrate  nitrogen;  10 

Nitrite  nitrogen:  Very  faint  trace. 

Chlorine  as  chlorides :  54 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hr.,  27°  C.);  0.57 


Hardness  as  CaCO^; 

Total ;  390 

Carbonate  (tenporary)  ;  235 

Non -carbonate  (permanent):  155 

Alkalinity  as  GaCO^;  235 

Pree  carbon  dioxide:  17 

Total  solids  (at  180°  C.):  6l4 

Iron  (total);  0.15 

Metals  in  solution;  Zinc  Ip.p.m, 


Copper  0.125. 


OPINION. 

There  is  little  difference  between  this  analysis  and  that  of  the  sanple 
subnitted  in  May,  1  954*  The  hardness  on  that  occasion  v/as  slightly  higher,  and 
iron  v/as  absent  from  that  sample,  whereas  the  present  sample  contains  a  trace  of 
iron  which  gives  rise  to  a  slightly  rusty  deposit  on  standing.  The  low  forms 
of  animal  life  Y^rhlch  were  noticed  in  the  1954  sairple,  and  Y/hich  led  to  a 
suggestion  that  the  well  iiight  ivith  advantage  be  cleaned  out,  v/ere  again  present 
in  the  sample  now  before  us.  The  presence  of  living  organisms  in  a  water  for 
drinking  purposes  is  always  undesirable,  and  although  in  our  opinion  this  water 
is  fit  for  drinking  purposes,  we  wrould  again  recorrmend  that  an  attenpt  should  be 
made  to  eradicate  these  creatures  from  the  well. 


(signed)  Lincolne  Sutton  and  V/ood, 


BACTERIOLOG-ICAL  RESULTS. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2  days,  37°  0;  50  per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  faecal  coli:  0  100  ml, 

REMARKS ;  This  sanple  is  su^icious. 

(signed)  L.  M.  Dowsett 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Servic 
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